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A YEAR IN REVIEW
Looking back at our second 
year of Impact Shakers

In 2020 we were navigating through a sea of 
questions about how the global pandemic 
would alter our daily lives as we knew it. 
Wondering whether it had triggered a turning 
point towards a more sustainable future. 

We are still wondering what will be next. 
We feel it is a time for reflection. It is time 
to come to terms with the lived reality our 
current system means for many. It is time to 
speak up and act. This fear of the unknown 
can be paralyzing. Uncertainty can leave us 
feeling anxious over the direction of our life, 
while it can also keep us from trying to create 
new services, products, or building new 
relationships. Not trying, though, is the worst 
choice we can make in any uncertain time. 

2020 also showed us that we can adapt, 
collaborate and persevere at an unprecedented 
scale. Despite the dire circumstances, life 
hasn’t stopped. We continued to organise 
events, build new partnerships, and pivot with 
our ideas.

Our goal remains to make entrepreneurship 
more diverse by betting on the unlikely 
heroes of tomorrow, by innovating models 
of collaboration and ownership, and by 
speaking up for what is right, not for what is 
comfortable. 

We’re writing a new narrative of a more diverse 
and inclusive future where no one feels left 
behind or threatened by the status quo.

Join us!

The Numbers
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In 2020 we puts lots of wheels in motion.
We opened our online community, launched 
our first virtual programmes, and continued our 
work in the startup studio. 

We kicked off new projects with fantastic 
partners and got to work with impact 
entrepreneurs from all over the world.

IMPACT SHAKERS TALKS 

As the world moved online, we also adapted and organised our events 
in the virtual space. We hosted bi-weekly events and we reached over 
500 participants virtually from all continents!

IMPACT VENTURES ACCELERATED

Through our acceleration programmes, mentoring and 1-on-1 
coaching, we supported over 20 impact companies to build stronger 
mission-driven ventures, raise alternative funding and finetune their 
business development strategy.

PEOPLE ENGAGED WITH IMPACT SHAKERS

We set out to be a global company from day one. Now we can proudly 
say that we are well on our way to achieving this. With our online and 
offline communication, we reach a +30 000 strong audience spanning 
from the US to Australia. 
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Venture Studio
This year we worked with

Impact Shakers Labs
Partner projects

The GUILD is the leading global community to learn, connect 
and grow with like-minded women. We launched new 
chapters of The GUILD in Europe and Southeast Asia and 
co-developed The GUILD Academy, a virtual accelerator 
programme to help you launch your business in 12 weeks. 

Idea Accelerator - Homelessness 
Together with 3 European business schools, 3 social 
businesses and 3 startup ecosystems, we will work on new 
solutions for homelessness through entrepreneurship. 

Tiamat Sciences develops plant based proteins. By growing 
needed proteins in plants, a sustainable future without 
animal harm is secured.

Horasis Young Visionaries Fellowship
With Young Horasis Visionaries we want to empower the 
young as catalysts for change. We want them to challenge 
and question current beliefs and solutions, but also integrate 
input from the more experienced in their ideas and solutions.

Jasna Rok is a speculative design lab working on the 
intersection of fashion, technology and science. They’re 
designing the future of empathic communication. We’re 
collaborating with their founder Jasna Rokegem to help 
advance their mission. 

Odds
Odds is an entrepreneurship programme for those who have 
beaten the odds before and will do so in the future. 
Our first pilot is launched in Ghent in collaboration with 
Massala. We aim to scale the programme to cities all over 
Europe! 



Our Partners Third Sector 
-Startup collaborationWe collaborated with a bunch of 

amazing partners .

When the third sector collaborates with startups, it can increase its impact by 
supporting startups with similar missions and values; by rejuvenating internal mindsets, 
behaviours and methods;  by solving challenges more effectively together; and by 
ensuring the long-term viability of the organisation. 

But how to build collaboration with NGO’s as a startup?• Together with Nesta and 
Save the Children UK, we participated in a yearlong research project on this topic. The 
insights are compiled in the ‘Better Together’ report. Have a look and reach out if you’d 
like to talk about the results!
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similar missions and values; by rejuvenating internal mindsets, behaviours and methods;  by solving
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https://www.nesta.org.uk/report/better-together-how-startups-and-third-sector-can-collaborate/


1Curated Panels

Check out some of the highlights.

HORASIS YOUNG VISIONARIES
Collaboration is part of our DNA and we’re very grateful for 
the rich content collaborations we engaged in this year. 

We curated panels all over the world, all focused on 
advancing inclusive impact entrepreneurship. Launched in 2020 by Yonca Braeckman for Horasis, The Global Visions Community, the 

Horasis Young Visionaries host panels at every high level Horasis Meeting. 

The Horasis India Meeting hosted the inaugural panel in which we looked into the motives 
and pathways to empower the young as catalysts for change.

At the Horasis Extraordinary Meeting we dived deep into scaling mission driven 
entrepreneurship and how impact investing fits in there.

In the Horasis Asia Meeting, we discussed how covid has affected young impact 
entrepreneurs’ businesses and how we can build back better.

We also launched the applications for the first Horasis Young Visionaries Fellows which 
will be selected in 2021. 
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THE GUILD

Our collaboration with The GUILD and The GUILD Academy was definitely one of the 
highlights of 2020. Since more diversity in entrepreneurship is our mission, this was a 
perfect collaboration to advance gender diversity. 
We launched several cohorts of the GUILD Academy and GUILD chapters in Belgium, 
Budapest and Thailand. 
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Untold stories

IMPACT TRACK

Untold Stories Budapest is an annual event with a mission to create a learning 
and networking opportunity for startups. With a special focus on the CEE region, 
it connects founders from all over the world with tech professionals and VCs. 
Speakers share their untold stories through talks, fireside chats, and breakout 
sessions, which are designed to be crisp, hands-on, and 100% bullshit free. 
This year we curated an impact track for the conference.

Click on the images to read our article about the panel and the founders.
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https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-at-untold-stories-budapest-f3bb17d85e5d
https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-at-untold-stories-budapest-f3bb17d85e5d


City Guides
Since travel isn’t what it used to be, we decided to travel the 
world through our Impact Shakers City Guides, in which a 
member of our community shares some of the highlights of their 
city’s impact ecosystem. Read 2020’s city guides by clicking on 
the city’s pin on the map below!

Rotterdam

Lisbon
Budapest

Arusha

Thane Chiang Mai

Our Community

Our curated Impact Shakers online community helps you to find allies, expand 
your knowledge and grow together. We regularly organise meet and greets, 
share opportunities and content, and encourage our members to share their 
products and services with the community.

We opened the community in June and have members from all continents! 
We continue to grow  and invite all entrepreneurs passionate about social and 
environmental impact to join!
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Our curated Impact Shakers online community helps you to find allies, expand your knowledge and

grow together. We regularly organise meet and greets, share opportunities and content, and

encourage our members to share their products and services with the community.

We opened the community in June and have members from all continents! We continue to grow 

 and invite all entrepreneurs passionate about social and environmental impact to join!

Are you an entrepreneur building an impact business? 
Apply to join the community!”

APPLY!

https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-city-guide-rotterdam-with-lori-goff-ff06c649a093
https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-city-guide-lisbon-with-cristina-almeida-5d288c3becd6
https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-city-guide-budapest-with-diana-pati-1ae95a80597
https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-city-guide-arusha-with-helen-lukundo-henry-eb025aec1275
https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-city-guide-thane-with-vidyadhar-prabhudesai-7e3d36088373
https://medium.com/impact-shakers/impact-shakers-city-guide-chiang-mai-with-lily-bruns-9fcfee9581c7
https://impactshakers.typeform.com/to/g0VOWM


Raise Alternative 
Funding for Your 
Impact Business

Impact Shakers co-developed this programme with 
Esme Verity from Atmos in partnership with Zebras 
Unite.

As an impact entrepreneur, venture capital is often 
not your idea of a sustainable investor. Fortunately, 
there are actually many alternatives at your disposal, 
and in this course, we provide you with an overview 
of alternatives that have been around for a while as 
well as brand new ones offering a more inclusive and 
sustainable narrative of investment and company 
growth. 

In 2020 we helped a first cohort of 15 entrepreneurs 
figure out which alternative fits them and their company 
best and get started on their fundraising strategy 
with the help of experts, original content, coaching, 
exercises, and tools.

5-week online programme

Some of our Participants
Some of our Participants

NATHALIE VERSICHELE

NYALA BLUE

A blockchain-powered platform increasing

customer engagement and trust by allowing

purpose-driven brands to tell the full story of

their products and communicate about their

origins and impact in a transparent and credible

way.

PRIYA KRISHNAMOORTHY

200 MILLION ARTISANS

They aim to catalyse self-reliance and

responsible innovation within India’s artisan

economy by providing access to knowledge,

resources, and networks that empower artisan-

producers and first-time entrepreneurs focused

on sustainable production and consumption. 

ELISSA GLORIE

MOJA

Moja wants to make good hygiene a reality for

everyone. Underwear is where they start.

Local people with a distance to the labour force

are trained in sewing and entrepreneurship.

Underwear and sanitary pads are produced and

distributed alongside hygiene workshops.
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A blockchain-powered 
platform increasing customer 
engagement and trust by 
allowing purpose-driven brands 
to tell the full story of their 
products and communicate 
about their origins and impact in 
a transparent and credible way.

They aim to catalyse self-
reliance and responsible 
innovation within India’s artisan 
economy by providing access 
to knowledge, resources, 
and networks that empower 
artisan-producers and first-
time entrepreneurs focused 
on sustainable production and 
consumption. 

Moja wants to make good 
hygiene a reality for everyone. 
Underwear is where they start.
Local people with a distance to 
the labour force are trained in 
sewing and entrepreneurship. 
Underwear and sanitary pads 
are produced and distributed 
alongside hygiene workshops.



100 mio

1mio
1000

2025Setting New Goals
In 2021 we accelerate our mission to tackle complex societal challenges through 
inclusive entrepreneurship, and we’re ready to take a stand.
We know where we’re going and how we’re going to get there (disclaimer: 
pivots are always part of the way :).

We are currently raising our first micro fund of 
150k-200k. By 2025, we aim to fundraise a larger fund 
in size of EUR 100mio to invest in impact ventures by 
underrepresented founders.

Build & scale 1000 impact ventures through our 
programming and investments.

Reach 1 mio impact entrepreneurs worldwide and 
contribute to the growth of their companies.

IMPACT SHAKERS  I FUND 

IMPACT VENTURES

IMPACT ENTREPRENEURS

What’s Next for 
Impact Shakers?

To reach the ambitious goals we set, we’ll launch exciting new 
programmes and alternative investment instruments in 2021. 
Stay tuned for the launch of:

The Impact Shakers, Startup 
Awards with a Cherry on Top 

Odds in more European cities

New Democratic Investment Vehicle

Accelerator with Alternative 
Financing



Team 2021

YONCA BRAECKMAN
FOUNDER & CEO

ANAÏS BOUZIDI
MARKETING MANAGER

ANGELA PISANI
PROGRAMME MANAGER

ISABEAU DESMET
GRAPHIC & DIGITAL DESIGNER 

DIANA PATI
CO-FOUNDER & COO

ELVIRA PERDOMO
COMMUNITY MANAGER

Yonca is a mission-driven entrepreneur, mentor 
and investor. She is passionate about fighting 
injustice and speaking up. Determined to 
make entrepreneurship an inclusive vehicle for 
change. 

Anaïs is a creative thinker with a digital 
heartbeat and a passion for innovation and 
entrepreneurship. She strongly believes in 
empowering underrepresented groups, such as 
women entrepreneurs and other underserved 
groups.

Angela puts her administrative and creative 
enthusiasm squarely behind Impact Shakers’ 
mission to help impact entrepreneurs thrive. Her 
background is in non-profits, communication 
and education.

Isabeau is a digital design student, with a love 
for beauty in image and text. A dreamer with a 
strong sense of justice  and a heart for people 
and planet. 

Diana is driven to build a global impact 
ecosystem tackling complex societal challenges 
through entrepreneurship. Her experience spans 
public policy, startup ecosystem building and 
fundraising. 

Elvira is an insightful and meticulous 
teambuilder with a heart for the circular 
economy and sustainable entrepreneurship.



hello@impactshakers.com 

www.impactshakers.com

Get in 
touch!


